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one post and the neck and head to another. It may also be hog-tied by drawing the front and hind feet together and tying them securely. Castration is sometimes done with the animal in a standing position. This applies to older calves and bulls. Careful confinement is necessary to prevent the animal from kicking. This form of operation is best left to the expert.
Necessary preparations
The only instruments needed to castrate are a sharp knife and a pan of any ordinary household disinfectant. Sterilize the knife by boiling before it is used. This is an extra measure for safety from infection. Wash the bag of the bull with soap and water and then wipe it with the disinfectant solution. One often hears stories about castrating in the light of a new moon and many other superstitious beliefs. It is surprising how ideas of this sort take hold in the popular imagination. Some farmers will only castrate on a manure pile. Others regularly pour fresh horse urine into the castration wound after the testicles have been removed. This is thought to prevent infection. Only a short time ago a case was reliably reported where a farmer rubbed fresh cow manure into the wound. This always leads to infection. These practices are relics of the dark ages and should not be countenanced on any well-ordered farm.
Pick out a clean, shady, grassy spot and proceed with the operation. Many farmers do not castrate at all, preferring to leave this for their veterinarian when he happens to be on the farm. It can be done cheaply in this way and perhaps would be best in the end. Mature bulls should always be castrated by a veterinarian. On the other hand, many farmers are expert in castrating bull calves, ram lambs, and pigs.
Performing the operation
There are two common ways of castrating calves. The first method consists in grasping the bag or scrotum firmly